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Come! Share your Master’s joy!
In our readings today, we hear described how God entrusts to us, his Church, his choicest gifts. We hear how God entrusts his Heart to us.

In our first reading from the book of Proverbs, we hear how beautiful and valuable a woman is to her husband who has entrusted his heart to her. We hear how, receiving her husband’s love, she in turn goes forth and reaches out her hands to the poor and extends her arms to the needy. As you think of this, imagine the husband representing God, and the wife representing you and me, the Church. 

In our Gospel, the parable of a man going away on a journey and giving his most valuable gifts to his servants, and later returning and asking for an accounting of how they have used these gifts to build up his kingdom. He rewards those who have used those gifts well but the one who lets them lie dormant, he banishes to the darkness.

In both of these wonderful readings we are reminded in two different ways that God entrusts his heart to us, to his Church, as a husband gives his heart to his wife, and we are to love him in return with a sincere heart united to his own by loving those around us. God has given us so much. God has given us his Son. He has given us his grace; he has given us his Spirit; he has given us a share in his work, he has given us the sacraments, and his Son Jesus will return one day and ask of us, “How have you used my gifts? Have you loved the Church? Have you loved one another as I have loved you? Has your heart been united to mine? Have you built up my kingdom?”

Yes, he has given each of us a share in his riches sufficient for all of us to live life to the full according to our specific vocations. He entrusts his Sacred Heart to us so that we might be able to live as He lived: serving others, loving others, building a more just society and building up the Kingdom of God.
And he will come again like a thief in the night, as St. Paul said in our second reading, to ask each of us for an accounting of how we have used the gifts we have been given – what service we have rendered – and whether we have loved from the heart – his heart – and built up his Church. If we have, we will be, as St. Paul said, children of the light and of the day. If not, we will be in the darkest of nights, separated from God for all eternity.

What God is interested in, as is so clearly stated in the Gospel today, is not the number of our individual gifts – for they are different for each of us -  but rather he is very interested in our desire to serve Him and each other. He is interested in our hearts. He wants us to be on fire with love. He is not so much interested in our successes or failures as He is in whether we have burned with love for Him. It is our desire to love and to serve that interests him.

So, I would ask you, “Where is your heart?” for Christ will ask you that same question when he returns.

You cannot love and serve your neighbor for very long if you do not burn with a desire to love God above all else. If you do not have the heart of Christ, afire with love for God, a heart which he has given to you, then your efforts to love others and to do good to them will ultimately end in disappointment and bitterness; your heart will grow cold and dark. 

I would submit to you that this is one reason, among many, why so many marriages fail. Most husbands and wives try very hard to love each other, to do good to each other, but they grow cold and disappointed in their spouses because their marital love does not spring from an burning love for God that gives root to their love for each other.

You know, the beautiful thing about all of this is that the Father and the Son have given us of the Spirit, who is God himself. God had given us divine life. He has given us his life, the very life of God. He has entrusted his heart to us, his Sacred Heart.

We live in God and God lives in us, if we are in a state of grace. If we remain in him and he in us then we are able to truly love each other.

So, my friends, do you love God and desire first and foremost to serve him? Do you love the Church? Do you burn with a desire to serve the Church out of love for God?

This isn’t just for clergy or religious men and women. This is for all of us by virtue of our baptisms.

I am reminded of this each time I baptize a young person. I ask them, “Do you want to be baptized?” Invariably, they nod their heads emphatically, “YES!” I then explain to them what will happen to them, how they would be children of God, filled with God’s Spirit, filled with his love, their sins forgiven, and how they would be given the Light of Christ which would in a certain sense burn within them, and  how they need to keep that light burning in their hearts. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]My friends, let us be children of the light and of the day. May the light, which we received at baptism, burn in our hearts forever, united to the heart of Christ  which has been given to us, so that we may one day hear: “Well done, good and faithful servant! Come! Share your Master’s joy!”
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