“Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud will be stubble, leaving them neither root nor branch.”


“But for those who fear my name, there will arise the Sun of Justice.”

O how I long for that day! When the meek and the humble shall be vindicated, when the poor will be fed, the prisoners set free, when peace will be the law of the land, when the unborn will be protected, when all the elderly shall be held in high esteem.

When injustice shall be no more.

That day when the Lord returns again.

Sing praise to the Lord; sing joyfully before the King, the Lord!

Let all the earth resound.

For the Lord is coming to rule the earth.

O how I long for that day! It is coming. It is coming, but when?

From the beginning of history through the present day, from the time when Cain killed Abel and his blood cried out for justice, to the prophets who constantly called the people back to the ways  of truth, justice and love, right up to the time of Jesus who proclaimed that the meek would inherit the earth and those who hunger and thirst for righteousness would be satisfied---- through all of time we have known that we are called to protect the weak, to speak for those unable to do so themselves, to free those bound by sin and by injustice, to give our first attention to the poor.

Jesus says in the Gospel today that all sorts of attention getting things are going to try to distract us from this call. Plagues, earthquakes, wars….. that we will be hauled into courts and made fun of because of our faith, but none of those things, as difficult as they may be, are of no lasting importance, for he will provide us with whatever words and resources we need to deal with them.

We must patiently go about each day living God’s law of love and trusting his love for us – that is what is important… the rest will only distract us.

Jesus said that all the precious gems and adornments of the Temple would be torn down. I often thought of that when I would pray in St. Peter’s basilica in Rome when I lived there. I thought, “This too will pass; it will all be rubble some day and when it is, will there be justice on the earth? Will peace prevail? Will the Church be strong? 

“Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud will be stubble; but for those who fear my name, there will arise the Sun of Justice.”

Are we one of those who “fear the name of the Lord?” as the prophet Malachi said? Are we one of the humble ones? Or are we one of the proud?


Where are we headed? Where will be our ultimate destination?

Our faith teaches us that there are “Four Last Things.” These are: death, judgment, heaven and hell.

We all will die a physical death. This is our common experience.

We all will experience a “particular judgment” at the moment of our death when it will be abundantly obvious to us what we have chosen for our ultimate destination based on how we have chosen to live our lives.

We all will experience a “general judgment” at the end of time when Jesus returns in glory and our bodies will be reunited with our souls.

But the real question is, “Where will we ultimately arrive? What is our final destination? Are we moving in the right direction? Will we be with God for all eternity in heaven, or will we be separated from his love in hell? The choice is ours. We have the freedom to choose.

The ancient poet Virgil said, “Everyone is drawn to what is pleasing to him.”

What pleases you? Are you drawn to justice and love? Or are you oriented toward envy and pride? Are you proud or are you humble?

What voyage are you on?  Where are you on your voyage? Who has his hands at the rudder of your ship? Whose hand guides you? Directs you?


”The day is coming says the Lord!”

We desire the Lord’s coming, we long for his coming, because we love and believe in God’s love for us.

If you find your delight in the Truth, in Goodness, in Justice, in Eternal Life… you will find yourself drawn to Christ, who is Truth, Goodness, and Eternal Life.

Give me someone who loves – he will understand this longing for Jesus to return.

Give me someone who hungers and thirsts for justice, give me someone who breathes in the vapors of our heavenly home, that is, someone who prays from the heart, she will long for the day of His return.


Such people will understand this longing for Christ’s coming.

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice, for they shall be satisfied.” (Mt. 56, 6)

He is coming.

He is already here 

He is in the sacraments

He is in the Church, his body, inseparable from Jesus the head.

He is in the person of the priest when he stands at this altar to offer Mass.

He is present in the lives of the poor.

He is present in your heart when you are in the state of grace.

He will come again in glory for salvation for his people.

“Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud will be stubble, leaving them neither root nor branch. But for those who fear my name, there will arise the Sun of Justice.”

Come, Lord Jesus! 

Come!

